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XLIIL The Bill of Mortality of the Town of 
Warrington, for the year 1773* By the 
Rev. J. Aikia. Communicated hy Dr. 
Percival. 



Kedde,May 19, KM 1 HE town of WARRINGTON, by 

«774- J^ the beft account yet procured, 

contains between 1600 and 1700 houfes. At five 
perfons to a houfe, which is fuppofed a fufficient al- 
lowance, as but few are occupied by more than one 
family, this will give fomewhat above 8000 for the 
number of inhabitants. 

The average of yearly marriages, chriftenings, and 
burials, regiftered in the parifh church, from 1750 
to 1769 inclufive, is, 

Marriaget, Chrifteniugs. Burials. 

----- 73 *37 l 99 

That for the years 1 770, 

1771, 1 772, is, - - 95 331 258 

This will ferve to (how the increafe of the place, 
and its comparative healthinefs; efpecially if we 
confider that the deaths are much more exactly re- 
giftered than the births. In the prefent bill, the 
number of children, who died after receiving only 

private 
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private bap tifm, in confequence of which their deaths 
were regiftered, but not their births, amounts to 17 ; 
which might therefore be added to the average of 
chriftenings for the three laft years, and will form an 
extraordinary inftance of healthinefs and increafc. 
The prefent bill alfo takes in the feparate regifters 
kept by different focieties* in which the births much 
exceed the burials, as many of the latter are entered 
at the parilh church.. 

The melancholy overbalance of burials, which 
now appears, plainly arifes from the dreadful ravages,, 
of a ilngle difeafe, the fmall-pox ; which perhaps has 
feldom raged with greater malignity than in its late 
vifitation of this town. Its vidtjms were chiefly 
young children 5 whom it attacked, with fuch inftant 
fury, that the beft-diredted means for relief were of 
little avail. The ftate of the air went through all 
poffible variations in the courfe of it, but with no 
perceptible difference in the ftate of the difeafe. In 
general, the fick were kept fufficiently cool, and wer6 
properly fupplied with diluting and acidulous drinks; 
yet where they recovered it feemed rather owing to a 
lefs degree of malignity in the difeafe, or greater 
ftrength to ftruggle with it. -than any peculiar ma- 
nagement. Where it ended fcrally,. it was ufually 
before the puftules came to maturation ; and indeed 
in many they (Lowed no difpofition to advance after 
the complete eruption, but remained quite flat and 
pale. The gradual progrefs and decline of the 
difeafe will appear from the Table of Months. Its 
proportional virulence began to abate confiderably 
before it ceafed. I cannot with certainty lay down 
the general proportion of deaths 5 but in one neigh- 
bourhood 
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bourhood I found that out of 29 who had the difeafe, 
12 died, or about 2 in 5 j in others the mortality was 
ftiU greater, and I have reafon to believe it was not 
lefs on the whole. It may perhaps be worthy of 
obfervation that the proportion of females who died, 
to males, was nearly as three to two. While we 
lament the feverity of the fcourge with which we 
have been affli&ed, we cannot but highly regret, that a 
pradice, which experience has eftabliftied as fo effec- 
tual a fecurity againft it, was forlittle followed. Not 
ten, I believe, were inoculated in the whole town 
and neighbourhood: thefe all did well, yet their ex- 
ample was not fufficient to overcome fome accidental 
prejudices taken againft it. Indeed, the poor, who 
were the chief fufferers in this calamity, befides 
thefe prejudices, might be deterred by the idea of 
expence attending this branch of medical affiftance. 
But if the opulent and charitable would reflect how 
exceedingly ufeful their benefa&ions directed to this 
point would be, that, by a proper encouragement of 
this pra&ice the lives of 200 of the rifing generation 
might in all human probability have been faved to the 
public in the courfe of one year, the regret of having 
loft fuch an opportunity of doing good, would, I 
hope, be fucceeded by fuitable refolutions for fome 
future occafion. It would be eafy to fuggeft a plan 
for promoting the practice of inoculation at a very 
moderate expence \ and, I am perfuaded, the talk of 
engaging the affiftance of the faculty, would be the 
leaft difficult part. 

With refped to the general Table of Difeafes, the 
obvious uncertainty and inaccuracy of an enquiry 
which, in moft cafes, could only be made by the 

clerk 
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clerk in the church-yard, made me defpair of render* 
ing it in any great degree fubfervient to the purpofes 
of fcience. It has not, therefore, been attempted to 
give it a fcientific form ; but the articles have for the 
moft part been inferted juft as they were given in. 
Indeed the alarming article of Consumption, which 
includes all thofe returned under the common terms 
of Weaknefs, Surfeit, and Decay, has been arranged 
under three different periods of age, to enable the 
medical reader the better to judge of the different 
difeafes contained under it. 

The Table of Ages and Conditions has been 
drawn up with great exa&nefs ; and will certainly, 
in a proper feries, form very ufeful grounds for the 
calculations in political arithmetic. In this light it is 
hoped that the utility of accurate bills of mortality 
will be generally apparent * and that, fince the benefit 
of them is not confined to one profeflion, all will 
concur in encouraging them. 



JOHN AIKIN. 
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WARRINGTON, 1773, 
BILL OF MORTALITY. 

TABLE I. GENERAL BILL. 

Marriages 93. 
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